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I.  Geography of Africa

A.  Multiple vegetation zones:

· Desert—_________________________ Desert

· Steppe—little ___________________; dry grassland

· Savannah—____________ season & _________ season leaves tall grass (_________ of Africa)

· Tropical Rain Forest—__________________ rainfall; ____________________ of plant & animal life

B.  Isolation from invaders:

· ______________ climates—can’t cross desert, rainforest 

· Smooth, regular Coastline—Few natural ______________; no place to dock boat during invasion

II.  African Kingdoms
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III.  Similarities Among African Kingdoms

A.  Family

· Families were organized into __________________—groups made up of people from a common ancestor, including past, present, & future _________________ members. ____________________ in a lineage helped decide marital, religious, & political decisions

· Matrilineal System—wealth & land past down through __________________ family, not father’s family

B.  History

· Most African kingdoms had no _____________ system for their languages, so history and laws past down by ____________________________

C.  Religion

· Many African kingdoms blended ______________________ with monotheism: believed in many gods but there was 1 ________________ god

· Spirits of __________________ family members watched over lineages

· As __________ expanded, many kingdoms in Northern Africa converted to Islam, but kept many religious ____________

D.  Art and Music

· Sculptures honored ______________ or family members

· __________________—art of crafting metal into usable objects; _____________ metal-workers of gold & bronze 

· Music was often poly-rhythmic—using many ____________ played together

· Dance often utilized __________________ to honor spirits or family members or tell history

IV.  East African Kingdoms

A.  The Kushites

· The Kush kingdom began around 2000 B.C along the _________ River & was influenced by nearby ___________

· Kush had Egyptian-style _______________ (king-gods) & built Egyptian-style _______________ to house the bodies of their dead kings

· The Kushites ____________ Egypt in 751 B.C., but the dynasty lasted for only ________ years; their Egypt territory was conquered by the _________________

· Kush moved ____________ along the Red Sea & rebuilt their civilization

· After re-establishing their civilization, built capital at __________ & thrived for four centuries by ___________ with Arabia and India

· Found ___________ & used it to trade for __________, fine cotton cloth, silver lamps & glass bottles

B.  Axum Kingdom

· The Axum, a ________ civilization located just south of the Kush, conquered the ______ in 351 A.D.

· The Axum kings converted kingdom to ____________________

· When the ____________ Empire (Arab Muslims) conquered northern Africa, the Axum Kingdom (_____________) was not conquered but they were ____________ from Christian Europe

C.  Karanga State (Zimbabwe)

· Over time _____________ grew on the east coast of Africa

· The __________ trading from Islamic Empire and Africans (___________) moving from inland Africa intermarried to develop a new culture known as ________________

· Karanga State (Zimbabwe) was important Swahili trade center for _________ & __________

II.  West African Kingdoms

· While cities grew on the east coast, empires developed on the west coast: Ghana, Mali, Songhai—all located in the ________________ region

· _______________ was the most important material to all three empires

A.  Ghana Kingdom

· Arabs from north Africa traded _______ for gold with 3 west African empires; the Arabs called the whole region Ghana (“__________”)

· By 700 A.D. (About _______ years after the Western Roman Empire fell) the Ghana empire was well established & its ruler demanded ___________ & gifts from surrounding territories

· After about 500 years the Arab ______________ overran Ghana’s northern borders, disastrously interrupting the ________________ trade

· Supplies of gold diminished so miners (and trade routes) shifted ___________________

· The ______________ Empire took over around 1200 A.D.

B.  Mali Kingdom

· Some of the Mali rulers became _____________ because of gold-salt trade with Arab merchants

· Greatest Mali king was _____________; used Mali’s great supply of gold to create __________-man army with strong cavalry to ________________ empire & protect Mali from attack

C.  Songhai Kingdom

· The Songhai conquered Mali in 1450 A.D. 

· ________________ was greatest trade city in western Africa—had a _____________, mosques, many doctors, ____________, priests

· The Songhai were defeated by the Moroccans around 1600
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African Kingdoms


Match each kingdom with the appropriate territory on the map


Egypt


Kush


Axum


Ghana


Mali


Karanga State (Zimbabwe)


Songhai








[image: image4.wmf]African 

African 

Kingdoms

Kingdoms

_1159698667.doc
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.bmp][image: image3.bmp][image: image4.bmp]


_1127905237.ppt


African Kingdoms












