Indus Outline Completed

I. Geography

A. Rivers, mountains, and plains

-subcontinent

-Himalayas, highest mountains in the world

-Indus and Ganges Rivers

-Rivers bring rich soil

-Deccan Plateau blocks weather

B. Monsoons

-seasonal winds that bring wet and dry season

-winter monsoons are dry

-summer monsoons are wet

C. Challenges

-floods unpredictable

-rivers change course

-too much or too little from monsoons

II. Emerging Civilization

A. Arrival

-earliest arrivals are unknown

-7000 BC farming and domestication, 3200 BC people live on Indus

B. Planned Cities

-built levees to keep water out

-Sophisticated city planning

-Grid system

-Standard sized bricks

-plumbing and sewage systems

C. Harappan Planning

-built on mud-brick platform to protect from flooding

-thick wall surrounding city

-grid system with roads

-multi-story houses

-indoor plumbing

III. Culture

A. Language

-not deciphered 

-on small 1” stamps

B. Culture

-no social divisions

-prosperous society

-few weapons

-animals were important

C. Role of Religion

-no temple found

-theocracy

-early Hindu gods

-pray for harvest

D. Trade

-thriving trade

-stones, jewels

-used rivers for transportation

-access to sea and ocean increases trade

IV. End of the Civilization

A. Possible Solutions or Combination

-shift in tectonic plates brings earth quakes and changes river flow

-trade diminished 

-crop failure

-Aryan Invasion

