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Benchmark #2 Study Guide 
Test Thursday November 1
River Valley Civilizations

1. China’s location – why did they build the Great Wall?

2. What are the important cultural contributions of the: (Religion, Government, Technology, Writing and etc…)…..Did any have a predictable flood?
a. Mesopotamia

b. Egypt

c. Indus River Valley

d. China
3. Hammurabi

4. Who were the Phoenicians and why are they important?

5. Mandate of Heaven,Civil Service Exam, Confucius Teachings(China)

6. India(Caste System)-The Aryans developed the Caste System. What was it based on?
Greece 
1. How did geography affect development of civilization in Greece?

2. What does the term polis refer to?

3. Athens vs. Spartans
4. Contributions of the Greeks?
5. What is Hellenism and who was Alexander the Great?
6. Who was Pheidippides?
Rome

1. Republic vs. Empire – What are the advantages of each?
2. How far did the Roman Empire stretch?

3. What is the Silk Road?
4. Christianity –basic beliefs, why were Christians persecuted?

5. What was the Pax Romana?
6. What events led to the collapse of the Roman Empire?

Islam
1. Who was Muhammad? What are the basic beliefs of Islam?
2. Sunni vs. Shia Muslims….
3. Accomplishments of the Islamic Empire & attitudes towards Jews and Christians?
4. What do Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have in common?
The Mongols
1. Who was the leader of the Mongols?

2. How did the Mongols create the largest land empire?

3. What was the Mongols greatest resource?
Middle Ages
1. What was the role of the Catholic Church during the Middle Ages?
2. Describe the Feudal Contract.

3. What is a Guild?
4. Crusades – Why were they fought? 

5. What was the impact of the Crusades on the following: (Your answer should be INCREASED or DECREASED)
Pope’s power, kings’ power, merchants’ power, lords’ power, cultural diffusion, cities, and learning
6. Describe the Black Death.
7. What was the Hundred Years War and why was it fought?
8. Why did Feudalism decline in the High Middle Ages?
9. Describe why the Magna Carta was needed.

Renaissance 
1.  Important people during the Renaissance:


a.  Leonardo


b.  Michelangelo


C.  Donatello


D. Raphael 

2.  What do humanist believe?

3.  What does the term Renaissance refer to and where did it begin?

4.  Why were the Medici family important?

Reformation
1. What does Protestant Reformation mean?
2. Who is responsible for the Reformation?

3. Which religious denomination emerged as a result of the Protestant Reformation?

4. What were the important contributions of the following people to the Reformation:

(Calvin, Luther and Henry VIII)
5. Why was Humanism important?
6. Why was Gutenberg’s printing press an important invention?
7. Why did the Catholic Church send Jesuits to Latin America?

Exploration
1. The motivations for exploration can be summed up in “3 Gs”: __________________________________

2. Identify 4 new technological advances that allowed for better sailing or navigation during the Age of Exploration. __________________________________________________________________________

3. Match the following Explorers with their accomplishments:

a. Prince Henry the Navigator

b. Dias

c. Da Gama

d. Ferdinand & Isabella

e. Columbus

f. Balboa

g. Magellan

h. Cabot

i. Cortez

j. Pizzaro

k. De Soto

1. 
1st to sail west to find India; found Bahamas

2. 1st to led expedition around the world

3. Conquistador who explored Mississippi River and North American southeast 

4. Monarchs of Spain; funded many explorers

5. Founded navigation school, helped improve sailors’ skills

6. 1st to reach southern tip of Africa 

7. English explorer who sailed to North America 

8. Conquistador who took over Aztecs in Mexico

9. 1st to round southern tip of Africa & make it to India

10. Conquistador who took over Incas in Peru

11. Explorer Panama; 1st to see the Pacific Ocean
4. A nation’s power is determined by its wealth is called _____________________

5. The introduction of new products in the Americas and in Europe is called the ______________________

6. The plantation system was important because it caused the need for ____________________

7. 2 ways Native Americans were affected by exploration: _______________________________________

8. The route across the Atlantic bringing slaves to the New World is called __________________________

9. Identify the 3 legs of the Triangular Trade: _________________________________________________

